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of King Madhikar Sfi,h, who, being very fond of hydraulics, had a whole network
of conduits excavated beneath the soil of the garden, supplying water to thou-
sands of pipes which were placed beneath the flowers, and upon the different floors
of the palace. Two water-towers, the shape of which, reminding one of factory
chimneys, somewhat mars the general beauty of the place, conduct the water into
the conduit-pipes from the Betwa; and the waters are still played on great
occasions: but many of the pipes are choked, and supply but little. The Foull
Baugh, the only inhabited building in Oorcha, is maintained by the rajah of Tehri
for the accommodation of European visitors.

At the rear of the palace of Madhikar extend the vast buildings of the Haj
Mahal-(royal palace), constructed by King Oudey Sing. The front of the build-
ing looks upon a large court surrounded by galleries; it has lost its coat of
painted stucco, and its naked walls of granite are nearly concealed by a mantle of
creepers^ The centre is occupied by a balcony, with columns of red sandstoiie;
and the interior contains some fine vaulted rooms, which, however, are now
tenanted only by enormous bats.

To complete this first group of palaces, which covers a considerable space of
ground, I must make mention of another palace rather more to the west, which
possesses a magnificent garden studded with fountains, and which is beyond
doubt the most modern edifice in Oorcha.

The present town consists of a single street of old houses, all in a more or
less dilapidated condition, and extending from the Foull Baugh to the bridge
which connects the citadel with the town. This bridge, built in the seventeenth
century, during the reign of King Pirthi Sing, is a remarkable work of art. The
granite platform, with its wide roadway, is flanked by high parapets with small
recesses looking over the water, and its narrow arches rest upon massive piles of
granite.

The extremity of the bridge is terminated by small turreted bastions, which
guard the entry to the citadel; which has a very imposing appearance with its
long line of loop-holed walls and pointed battlements. It embraces the banks of
the river upon both sides of the bridge, but without concealing the enormous mass
of the Boundela palace, the facjades of which, intermingled, so to speak, one with
the other, are crowned by lofty domes and countless chatris. To the left are
visible the enamelled cupolas of the palace, built by Birsing Deo for the Emperor
Jehanghir, which is a replica of the palaiee which he built at Duttiah; the centre
being occupied by the pavilions of King Firthi, which, in spite of their heavy
appearance, are known as the Nautch Mahal, or Palace of Crystal; and to the
right are the massive buildings of the zenana.

The interior of these palaces is \jery interesting, containing amongst other
chambers the throne-room of Birsing, in which the rajahs of Tehri Oorcha, the
chiefs of the Boundela Confederation, are still crowned, The great and small
apartments and the queen's rooms are also worth visiting, though there is nothing
of any special importance to call for .detailed description.'

Behind the palace are vast outbuildings, barracks and stables, which attest the
former splendour of the Oorcha Court. Here, as at Duttiah, the succession of
Birsing has been found too onerous by the present princes, and, excepting one or
two pavilions, the palace is deserted.

Eecrossing the bridge, a road to the left of the village soon brought us to the